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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Coconut Grove School House, a one~room
structure, built of Dade County pine, was constructed in
1894, and still retains some of the original building
materials, although it has undergone considerable restora-
tion and reconstruction. The frame is original as are
several ceiling beams, window glass, and one entire corner
of the building. This structure was closely associlated
to the development of the Plymouth congregational Church
and was, therefore, relocated on the Church.grounds in

1971 and dedicated as a school-house museum.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE i

The First Coconut Grove School House relates directly to
the settlement of Coconut Grove and is the forerunner of the
Plymouth Congregational Church, This building, constructed
by the men of the communlty, served the rellglous and educa-
tional needs of the pioneers. It also served as a meeting
hall for the first women's club in the area, the Coconut Grove
Housekeepers Club. This club, organized by Miss Flora
McFarlane in 1891, received natlonal coverage in an 1892
issue of Harpers Bazar. The Housekeepers Club met in the
building from 1891 to 1894 when use of the school building was
. then restricted . "te!@ Scthool, Religious, or Literary purposes
and meetings." As the communlty grew, need for a larger
. facility became apparent, and in 1894 the new school buillding

was constructed. It is this building, a one-room bungalow
style house of Dade County pine, that exists today as a museum
on the grounds of Plymouth Congregational Church. Before its
relocation to the present site, the school house was occupied
as a private residence after it was no' longer used an an
educational facility. 1In 1902, it was sold by Charles Peacock
for $400, and it remained in .the hands of the new owner until
1944 when it was again sold. The property was purchased by
Ryder Systems in 1969 for the sum of $75,000. The building
was subsequently donated to the Church by Ryder, was relocated
on the new site, and restored as a museum and remlnder of the
-efforts of Coconut Grove's pioneer residents.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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